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Imagine this. You are a leader of a strong nation that has a massive military power. 
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One day a serious problem occurred. 

 

As a leader of a strong nation, what can you do? 
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You thought of 50 options regarding this problem immediately, because you are very smart. But none of 

the choices seems to be able to solve it peacefully without fail. 

 

Maybe you have to start a war. 
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Now you’ll make a decision as a leader. Please choose one from the following 2 options. 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                  
1 Different stories will follow. Please compare them. 

Democracy is the most important of all. Also in this matter, I have to 

confirm democratically the will of Parliament and/or people by the 

majority vote and follow it. 

I will make an effort to solve this problem but I won’t confirm the will 

of Parliament and/or people by the majority vote. 

 

Go to P.6 

 

Go to P.12 
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Maybe you have to start a war. 

It is your belief that democracy is the most important, so that you decided to ask the majority of 

people’s will by vote. If you start a war, lives of many people would be lost. About such an important issue, 

you need to get the agreement from the majority of the people, who are the sovereign, regardless of 

the conclusion. The number of choices should not exceed 2 to form the majority. If it exceeds 2, it 

would be difficult to make the majority, as the vote may be split. 

 

From P.5 
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Therefore you thought hard to reduce the number of options from 50 to 2. 

 

 

 

Finally, you have narrowed it down to the following 2 options. 
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Then you asked people which the majority of them would choose between the 2 options. 

 

The result of the vote was “Stop the murders, even if we cannot avoid war”. 
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Then your country started a war. It is the people who have chosen the war so that they are united and 

support the fight. All you need to do now is to make every effort to ensure victory.   
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The reason you could do this was because you thought hard to reduce the number of options to 2. 
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Maybe you have to start war. 

 

However you don’t want to wage war. You don’t want to leave the dictator’s killing, either.  So you 

thought even harder to solve the matter peacefully without fail. 

 

From P.5 
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As a result, you thought of 100 options, which your nation can choose. 

 

 

However, you are still not sure if you can really solve the problem peacefully.  

It’s easy to star a war, but it is much harder to solve a problem peacefully. 
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Seeking more choices and ideas, you listened to the opinions of many people. You worked hard to 

understand the dictator’s mind. As a result you understood the cause of the oppression little by little. 

The cause included complicated, historic, social and religious background. 
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At last, the number of options you could choose was increased to even 1,000. 

 

If there are such enormous ideas and choices, surely you can solve the problem peacefully. 
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Time has passed. 

It was a hard challenge to solve the problem. Understandings, patience, efforts and even more ideas 

were needed. Nevertheless, you have finally solved the cause of the problem without a war. The 

dictator won’t oppress/kill people any more. 
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The reason you could accomplish this was because you thought hard to increase the number of 

options to 1,000. 
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Afterword 
 

 

 

If you empathize with this picture book, we would appreciate it if you could show them to your family and friends.  

 

You can freely make copies of (down load/print/distribute) this picture book, so long as you do not obtain any monetary gains. Obtaining 

profit/money from this book is strictly prohibited except our written agreement. 

 

You can also download other picture books and messages written by Jun Togo from the web below. 

 

www.peace-picturebook.org 
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